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Government, my father permitted me to accept, and I was gazetted sub-lieutenant on the 10th Nivose, year 7 (December 1799).
I was one of the last officers promoted by General Cham-pionnet. Being unable to hold his position in Piedmont in presence of a superior force, he was compelled to retreat across the Apennines and bring the army back into Liguria. Such was his grief at seeing a portion of his troops disband because he was no longer given the means of provisioning, that he died on the 25th of Nivose, fifteen days after he had made me an officer. My father, being the senior general of division, became provisionally commander-in-chief of the Army of Italy, with his head-quarters at Nice. He returned thither, and with all haste sent back into Provence what little cavalry still remained, for there was no longer any store of forage in Liguria. The 1st Hussars therefore returned to France, but my father kept me with him to act as aide-de-camp.
During our stay at Nice my father received orders from the Ministry of War to take up the command of the advanced guard of the Army of the Ehine, whither Colonel M6narcl, as his chief of the staff, was to follow him. We were all very much satisfied with this new post, for the Army- of Italy had become so demoralised by want of supplies that it seemed impossible to maintain our position, in Liguria. Nor was my father sorry to get away from an army that was breaking up, and seemed about to tarnish its laurels by a shameful retreat, the result of which would be to throw it back behind the Var, He made ready, therefore, to depart as soon as General Mass6na should arrive to replace him, and he sent M. G-aulfc to Paris in order to buy maps and make the necessary preparations for our campaign on the Rhine. But destiny had decided otherwise, and my poor father's grave was marked out on the soil of Italy.
Massena arrived to find but the shadow of an army.   The troops, unpaid, almost unclad and unshod, were receiving |                             only quarter rations, and dying of starvation or epidemic
r                             sickness, the result of privations.    The hospitals were fall,
P                             and medicine was lacking.    Bands of soldiers, even wholeevents this was
